
who vit ruvius was? 

An Eye for Architectural Theory
“DE ARCHITECTURA” IS A TREATISE ON ARCHITECTURE WRITTEN BY THE ROMAN ARCHITECT VITRUVIUS AND DEDICATED TO HIS PATRON, THE EMPEROR CAESAR AUGUSTUS. AGRIPPA WAS READY TO BE 

AUGUSTUS’S RIGHT-HAND MAN. HE DEDICATED BOTH HIS ORGANIZATIONAL TALENT AND HIS HUGE FORTUNE TO THE CITIES AND BUILDINGS OF THE EMPIRE. IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO IMAGINE LIKE COULD NOT 
AGREE DURING THE “PRODIGIOUS DECADE” OF THE TWENTIES OF FIRST CENTURY B.C. TWO AS EXCEPTIONAL ARCHITECTS AS VITRUVIUS AND AGRIPPA, IN THE SAME CITY OF ROME AND UNDER THE PROTECTION 
OF AUGUSTUS, AND WHO WHILE ONE WROTE THE BEST AND MORE COMPLETE TREATY ON CLASSIC ARCHITECTURE, THE OTHER PROJECTED AND EXECUTED HUGEST WORKS OF CONSTRUCTION AND URBANISM OF 
THE ROMAN WORLD. 

  An architect ought to be an educated man so as to 
leave a more lasting remembrance in his treatises. Sec
ondly, he must have knowledge of drawing so that he 
can readily make sketches to show the appearance of 
the work which he proposes. Geometry, also, is of much 
assistance in architecture, and in particular it teaches 
us the use of the rule and compass, by which especially 
we acquire readiness in making plans for buildings in 
their gounds, and rightly apply the square, the level, 
and the plummet. By means of optics, again, the light 
in buildings can be drawn from fixed quarters of the 
sky. It is true that it is by arithmetic that the total 
cost of buildings is calculated and measurements are 
computed, but difficult questions involving symmetry are 

solved by means of geometrical theories and methods. 

A. Propriety is that perfection of style which comes 
when a work is authoritatively constructed on approved 
principles. It arises from prescription (Greek θεματισμώ), 
from usage, or from nature. From prescription, in the case 
of hypaethral edifices, open to the sky, in honour of Jupi-
ter Lightning, the Heaven, the Sun, or the Moon: for these 
are gods whose semblances and manifestations we behold 
before our very eyes in the sky when it is cloudless and 
bright. The temples of Minerva, Mars, and Hercules, will 
be Doric, since the virile strength of these gods makes dain-
tiness entirely inappropriate to their houses. In temples to 
Venus, Flora, Proserpine, Spring-Water, and the Nymphs, 
the Corinthian order will be found to have peculiar sig-
nificance, because these are delicate, divinities and so its 
rather slender outlines, its flowers, leaves, and ornamental 
volutes will lend propriety where it is due. The construc-
tion of temples of the Ionic order to Juno, Diana, Father 
Bacchus, and the other gods of that kind, will be in keeping 
with the middle position which they hold; for the building 
of such will be an appropriate combination of the severity 
of the Doric and the delicacy of the Corinthian. 

  Propriety arises from usage when buildings having 
magnificent interiors are provided with elegant entrance-
courts to correspond; for there will be no propriety in 
the spectacle of an elegant interior approached by a low, 
mean entrance. Or, if dentils be carved in the cornice 
of the Doric entablature or triglyphs represented in the 
Ionic entablature over the cushion-shaped capitals of the 
columns, the effect will be spoilt by the transfer of the 
peculiarities of the one order of building to the other, the 
usage in each class having been fixed long ago.

B. economy denotes the proper management of ma-
terials and of site, as well as a thrifty balancing 
of cost and common sense in the construction of 
works. this will be observed if, in the first place, 
the architect does not demand things which can-
not be found or made ready without great expense. 
for example: it is not everywhere that there is 
plenty of pitsand, rubber, fir, clear fir, and mar-
ble, since they are produced in different plac-
es and to assemble them is difficult and costly. 
where there is no pitsand, we must use the kinds 
washed up by rivers of by the sea; the lack of 
fir and clear fir may be evaded by using cypress, 
poplar, elm, or pine; and other problems we must 
solve in similar ways.
  a second stage in economy is reached when we 
have to plan the different kinds of dwellings 
suitable for ordinary householders, for great 
wealth, or for the high position of the statesman. 
a house in town obviously calls for one form of 
construction; that into which stream the prod-
ucts of country estates requires another; this 
will not be the same in the case of money-lenders 
and still different for the opulent and luxuri-
ous; for the powers under whose deliberations 
the commonwealth is guided dwellings are to be 
provided according to their special needs: and, 
in a word, the proper form of economy must 
be observed in building houses for each and 
everyclass.


